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Receiving a request 
for data. 
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Identifying at least two storage areas storing copies of 
the requested data (e.g., based on at least one of a 
location of the storage areas relative to the data seek 
controller, data transfer rate between the storage areas 
and the data seek controller, and type of transmission 
medium between the storage area and the data seek 
controller), wherein the storage areas may each be a 
storage device and wherein the number of storage 
areas to be searched may be user specified. 



Simultaneously initiating a search for the requested 
data on at least two of the storage areas using a 
different search technique (e.g., where search 
techniques are selected round robin or are user 
specified) for each storage area (e.g., using a bottom 
up search and a top down search on each of two 
different storage areas). 



Receiving an indication from at least 
one of the storage areas that the data 
was located. 
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Terminating the searches for the data 
on the other storage areas after 
receiving the indication. 
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Returning the requested data. 
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